                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Section I-Reading 

Directions 







(30 minutes)
The following questions are based on the passage given below. Read the passage and tick the most appropriate option that answers each question. Base your answers on what this passage states directly or implies, not on any information you may have gained elsewhere. 
All questions carry equal marks. 





Marks:  20

Of the 197 million square miles making up the surface of the globe, 71 percent is covered by the interconnecting bodies of marine water; the Pacific Ocean alone covers half the Earth and    averages nearly 14,000 feet in depth. The continents – Eurasia, Africa, and Antarctica – are the portions of the continental masses rising above sea level. The submerged borders of the continental masses are the continental shelves, beyond which lie the deep-sea basins. 

The oceans attain their greatest depths not in their central parts, but in certain elongated furrows, or long narrow trough, called deeps. These profound troughs have a peripheral arrangement, notably around the borders of the pacific and Indian oceans. The position of the deeps near the continental masses suggests that the deeps, like the highest mountains, are of recent origins, since otherwise they would have been filled with waste from the lands. This suggestion is strengthened by the fact that the deeps are frequently the sites of world-shaking earthquakes. For example, the “tidal waves” that in April, 1946, caused wide-spread destruction along pacific coasts resulted from a strong earthquake on the floor of the Aleutian Deep. 
The topography of the ocean floors is none too well known, since in great areas the available soundings are hundreds or even thousands of miles apart. However, the floor of the Atlantic is becoming fairly well known as a result of special surveys since 1920. A broad, well-defined ridge – the Mid-Atlantic ridge – runs north and south between Africa and the two Americas, and numerous other major irregularities diversify the Atlantic floor. Closely spaced soundings show that many parts of the oceanic floors are as rugged as mountainous regions of the continents. Use of the recently perfected method of echo sounding is rapidly enlarging our knowledge of submarine topography. During World War II great strides were made in mapping submarine surfaces, particularly in many parts of the vast pacific basin. 
The continents stand on the average 2870 feet – slightly more than half a mile – above sea level. North America averages 2300 feet; Europe averages 1150 feet; and Asia, the highest of the larger continental subdivisions, averages 3200 feet. The highest point on the globe, Mount Everest in the Himalayas, is 29000 feet above the sea; and as the greatest known depth in the sea is over 35,000 feet, the maximum relief (that is, the difference in altitude between the lowest and highest points) exceeds 64,000 feet, or exceeds 12 miles. The continental masses and the deep-sea basins are relief features of the first order; the deeps, ridges, and volcanic cones that diversify the sea floor, as well as the plains, plateaus, and mountains of the continents, are relief features of the second order. The lands are unendingly subject to a complex of activities summarized in the term erosion, which first sculptures them in great detail and then tends to reduce them ultimately to sea level. The modeling of the landscape by weather, running water, and other agents is apparent to the keenly observant eye and causes thinking people to speculate on what must be the final result of the ceaseless wearing down of the lands. Long before there was a science of geology, Shakespeare wrote “the revolution of the times makes mountains level.” 


1. Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage? 

A. Features of the Earth’s surface

B. Marine Topography
C. The Causes of Earthquakes

D. Primary Geologic Considerations

E. How to Prevent Erosion

2. It can be inferred from the passage that the largest ocean is the 

A. Atlantic

B. Pacific

C. Indian

D. Antarctic 
E. Artic 

3. The “Revolution of the times” as used in the final sentence means
A. the passage of years

B. the current rebellion 

C. the science of Geology

D. the action of the ocean floor 
E. the overthrow of natural forces 
4. According to the passage, the peripheral furrows or deeps are found 

A. only in the Pacific and Indian oceans

B. near earthquakes

C. near the shore

D. in the centre of the ocean

E. to be 14,000 feet in depth in the Pacific 

5. The passage contains information that would answer which of the following questions?
I. What is the highest point in North America?
II. Which continental subdivision is, on the average, 1150 feet above the sea level?

III. How deep is the deepest part of the ocean?

A. I only

B. II only

C. III only

D. I and II only

E. II and III only

6. From this passage, it can be inferred that earthquakes

A. occur only in the peripheral furrows

B. occur more frequently in newly formed land or sea formations

C. will ultimately “make mountains level”

D. are caused by the weight of the water 
7.   Which of the author’s statement about deeps is true?
A. Deeps are unfathomable parts of oceans

B. Deeps cause great tidal waves

C. Deeps are frequently to be found in oceans

D. Deeps have been the causes of most terrible earthquakes

E. Deeps are usually found near highest mountains 

8. Which of the following words could best be substituted for “stride” (line 21) without substantially changing the author’s meaning?
A. Walk

B. Gait

C. Tread

D. Effort

E. Struggle
      9.   According to the author, our knowledge of the ocean floor is not accurate because:


A. the ocean floors are thousands of miles apart


B. there exists a gigantic ridge between Africa and the two Americas
C. there is no data which was systematically collected using modern methods and technology


D. the Second World War broke out 


E. there are irregularities in the ocean floor typology 

10.  From the Shakespearean saying, “the revolution of the times makes mountains level”, the author actually means 

A. harshness of weather can wear down mountains over time 

B. time changes so quickly that it levels mountains 


C. revolutions in different countries have caused radical changes 

D. revolutions are as magnificent as mountains

E. revolutions can raze even mountains 
Section II – Writing






(40 minutes)
Write an essay of 300 -350 words to express your opinion on the given topic.   
We are becoming increasingly dependent on computers. They are used in business, hospitals, crime detection and even to fly planes. What things will they be used for in the future? Is this dependence on computers a good thing or should we be more suspicious of their benefits?

You should use your own ideas, knowledge, and experience to write the essay. Also, support your arguments with examples and relevant evidences.





         

                                                                                                                          Marks: 20
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